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Social Evening - 8 July 2002 

 
Our Summer Social Evening will be held in the Village Hall and we will assemble 
between 7.30 and 8.00 pm as usual.  The main feature of the meeting will be a small 
informal show with four classes: a vase of Sweet Peas, a vase of Carnations, a bowl of 
Roses and a bowl of Scented Roses.  Just bring along your entries on the evening.  
Refreshments will be provided and there will other gardening related activities.  Tickets 
will be £2.00. 



Recent Events 

Meetings 
February North Downs   Mr F Booth 
 
At our February meeting, Mr F.Booth from the Kent Wildlife Trust spoke about the ‘North 
Downs’ with excellent slides showing the flora and fauna from Downe to Dover.  He 
stressed the importance to wildlife of preventing the scrub from encroaching onto the 
slopes of the North Downs.  This can often be achieved just by grazing but if the land is 
too overgrown then mechanical means are required.  Un-mown roadside verges can 
provide a habitat suitable for wildlife such as orchids and slowworms.  In fact of the 52 
native wild orchids in Britain, 31 are found in Kent so look where you are walking.  The 
trust relies heavily on donations and help from volunteers to carry out the vital work that it 
does. 

March  Wildflowers   Mrs Buckingham 

Having been unable to give her talk in October 2000 due to a power failure at the village 
hall, we were finally able to welcome Mrs Buckingham back.  She spoke about the 
diversity of wildflowers in Kent including many species of orchids.  Samphire Ho, land 
reclaimed using fill from the Channel Tunnel construction has quickly been colonised by 
wildflowers including the Samphire from which it takes its name. 
 
April  Fuschias   Mr T.Thomas 
 
The speaker did not turn up so we had a PBI gardening quiz.  Winners after a tie break 
were Mr & Mrs Ward.  Thanks to Jackie Fullalove for being quiz master once again. 
 
Spring Show 
 
The Spring Show made a profit of just over £80 compared to £70 last year.  280 entries 
was almost 100 up on 2001.  There were over 20 entries in both classes 1 & 2 and the 
judge had a difficult time choosing the winners. 
 
Awards: Mrs B.Macknish (Chairman’s Cup), Mrs J.Ward (Melliker Cup), Mrs K.Green 
(Hasler Vase and the Diploma for the Best Bloom in Show), Mrs B.Walters (Oldham 
Goblet) and Mr A.Thomas (Harvel Spring Challenge).  Thank you to everybody who 
helped or supported the show. 
 
Thanks also to Jayne Macknish for taking over the position of Assistant Show Secretary 
at very short notice from Liz Jardine who has resigned due to family ill health. 
 
Congratulations 
 
Our President Bill Roberts and his wife Vera celebrated their diamond wedding on April 
6th and we presented them with a card and basket of flowers to mark the occasion. 



Forthcoming Events 
 
10th June  Garden visit to Nettlestead Place 
 
Country house (oldest part c. 1250) and associated estate.  Between 1920 -1922 the 
house was rebuilt and the seven acres of gardens rejuvenated.  Features include: 
sunken pond garden, pond, gravel terrace, man-made canals, and rose garden. 
  
Take Seven Mile Lane to Mereworth, left onto the A25 to Wateringbury, right onto the 
B2015 to Nettlestead.  Nettlestead Place is next to St. Mary’s Church. 
 
We plan to meet at the garden between 6.00 and 6.30 pm.  Please ask a committee 
member if you need transport.  The evening will include refreshments and wine made on 
the premises.  All for £5.00. 
 
8th July  Social Evening  (Details on front page) 
 
10th August  Visit to Capel Manor and Gardens 
 
We are running a coach trip to Capel Manor, leaving at about 10 a.m. and returning at 
about 6 p.m.  The site covers some 30 acres and much of it is laid out as trial gardens.  
There is good disabled access to at least some of the site and wheelchairs may be 
booked in advance if required.  There is a reasonable restaurant on site or you are 
welcome to take a picnic.  Please sign up and pay your £10 to Elizabeth Thomas if you 
are interested.  If numbers are small we will open up to members other local clubs after 
the May meeting. 
 
12th August  Mr D. March will talk on the “Secrets of a Walled Garden” 
 
 
Gardening versus the Gym 
 
A report in a recent edition of Gardening Which? 
shows that some gardening activities use up more 
calories than the gym.  So if you are thinking of 
visiting the gym why not stay at home and plant a 
few shrubs or do some digging instead.  Even an 
hour spent weeding can burn up more calories than 
an hour on an exercise bicycle.  The figures 
published by the conservation charity BTCV show 
that regular gardening activities can reduce the risk 
of heart disease and stroke and improve 
cardiovascular fitness and muscle strength.  Of 
course there’s the added bonus of being outdoors 
which has also been shown to stave off depression. 
 Why not pass on the good news to a friend or 
persuade a family to save their money and help 
you in the garden? 
 

 



Historical Snippet 
 
Gardening has been popular in England at least since 
Roman times but no complete gardens and few records 
survive from the period before 1650.  Such evidence as we 
do have about the condition of pre-Civil War gardens comes 
from books, archaeology, estate records, traveller's tales, 
topographical drawings and occasional glimpses in the 
corners of portrait paintings.  There are also a number of 
garden walls and a few fountains, grottos, steps and related 
features which survive from Tudor and early Stuart times. 
 
All the evidence shows that early British gardens were 
essentially rectangular walled enclosures which provided 
their owners with a place to grow plants and an opportunity 
to enjoy some of the pleasures of outdoor life.  In the middle 
ages a garden of this type was known as a hortus conclusus 
(L. hortus, a garden or orchard, and conclusus, closed off). 
Its most important ornaments were flowers, herbs and trellis 
work.  The joys of an enclosed garden were celebrated by 
Abbot Strabbo in his poem Hortulus. 
  
The history of British garden design after 1500 and before 
1650 is covered by Roy Strong in The Renaissance Garden 
in England .  It is a history of the stages by which the hortus 
conclusus of the middle ages evolved into a British version of 
the Italian Renaissance garden.  The accession of Henry VIII 
in 1509 marks the point at which gardens became a symbol 
of the power and prestige of the court.  For two centuries 
after this date the kings and queens of England were leaders 
of taste in garden design and used their gardens, and those 
of their nobles, as the settings for parties, masques and 
other courtly festivities of the type which took place in Italian 
gardens.  To begin with knowledge of Italian gardens arrived 
via France, but by 1600 travellers were returning from Italy 
with personal knowledge of their wonders. 
 
Roy Strong has identified four styles of garden design which 
flourished in England between 1509 and 1642. He names 
them: 
the Heraldic garden (c.1509-1558), 
the Emblematic garden (c.1558-1603), 
the Mannerist garden (c.1603-1625)  
the Eclectic garden (c.1625-1642). 
 
The physical details and the symbolic significance of these 
styles are analysed by Strong with great skill but he 
acknowledges that even the sophisticated Mannerist garden 
‘essentially remains, however, the old hortus conclusus.  It is 
a walled enclosure within which nature tamed by art is made 
to fulfil the wildest of Mannerist fantasies, above all by 
means of the new hydraulics'. 
 
The influence of the renaissance on British gardens was of 
great importance but its main impact was on the gardens of 
the aristocracy, and even here, as Strong notes, it was 'a 
piecemeal affair' and 'never altogether logical and 
doctrinaire'.  Aristocratic gardens and also a large number of 
less stately gardens survived in 1650 and bore an even 
closer resemblence to medieval gardens.  Boscobel in 
Shropshire, where Charles II hid after his defeat in 1651, is a 
good example of a modest seventeenth century rural retreat.  
 
From the point of view of the future development of British 
gardens the most important of the styles identified by Strong 
was the Eclectic garden.  It is well represented by Moor Park 
in Hertfordshire.   Sir William Temple, who had a substantial 
influence on the subsequent history of British greatly admired 
this garden as a young man.  He spent his honeymoon there 
in 1655 and remembered it as 'the sweetest place, I think, 

that I have ever seen in my life, either before or since, at home 
or abroad'.  His description of Moor Park is one of the best 
surviving accounts of a garden made in the years preceeding 
the Civil War.  The estate was granted to Lucy Harington, 
Countess of Bedford, by James I and the design of the garden 
is attributed by Strong to Isaac de Caus. 
 
Moor Park lay on a gentle slope and contained three large 
rectangular enclosures stepping down a hillside.  The first 
enclosure lay at the top of the slope and in front of the house. It 
was 'a quarter of all greens.....adorned with rough rock work 
and fountains'.  Lower down the slope, and on the other side of 
the house, lay the next enclosure.  It had a terrace adjoining 
the house and three flights of steps leading down to a very 
large parterre, which was 'divided into quarters by gravel walks 
and adorned with two fountains and eight statues'.  There were 
summer houses at each end of the terrace and at the far 
corners of the parterre.  Shady cloisters with stone arches and 
climbing plants ran along two sides of the parterre, and from 
the front, two further flights of steps led around an Italianate 
grotto to a third enclosure.  No illustrations of the garden 
survive but the painting of Pierrepont House in 
Nottinghamshire gives a good impression of the second 
enclosure at Moor Park.  A seventeenth century terrace of 
similar character exists at Ham House in London.  The third 
and lowest enclosure was 'all fruit trees ranged about the 
several quarters of a wilderness which is very shady'.  
Something of the character of the third enclosure can be 
appreciated from the walled orchard at Penshurst in Kent. 
 
 
 
Poetry Corner 
Hortulus by Abbot Strabbo 
Though a life of retreat offers various joys, 
None, I think, will compare with the time one employs 
In the study of herbs, or in striving to gain 
Some practical knowledge of nature's domain 
Get a garden! What kind you may get matters not..... 
 
The advice given here is no copy-book rule, 
Picked up second-hand, read in books, learned at school, 
But the fruit of hard labour and personal test 
To which I have sacrificed pleasure and rest.  
(Taken from the Internet: GardenVisit.com) 
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